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It is with a tre men dous sense of
grat i tude and through much prayer that I 
have com piled this 100-year his tory of
The First Bap tist Church of Meade,
Kan sas, where I have wor shiped and
served for 46 years.

In 1947, I trans ferred my mem ber -
ship from the Mis sion ary Bap tist
Church in Herple, Ar kan sas. Soon my
hus band, Rob ert (Bob) joined the
church and was bap tized, even tu ally so
did our three chil dren; Da vid, Nancy
and Alan. The chil dren were ac tive in
Sunday School, Bi ble School, youth fel -

low ship, Guild and choir. Bob and I
served on boards, com mit tees and
worked wher ever we were needed in the
church through out the years, but it is
what the church did for us that we think
about as we come to this time of cen ten -
nial cel e bra tion. Won der ful mem o ries
flood our minds of pre cious for mer
mem bers and friends that we have been
priv i leged to fel low ship with, as well as
the many great Pastors who served us.

Sev eral his to ries of the church
have been writ ten by dif fer ent mem -

bers; most were un signed. From these
pages we have grate fully bor rowed the
data and some of the word ing for our
his tory of the first sixty years.

I am grate ful to our pres ent Pas tor
Harry Fink, for his prayers and sup port.
Also to the other cen ten nial com mit tee
mem bers: Nor man Haskins, Vashti
Seybert, Faith Baughman and Florene
Budde for their help and sup port. May
God con tinue to bless us as we go for -
ward to ward the next 100 years.
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In 1906 the Church was
remodeled; a belfry was
build over the entrance

and a baptistery was
added.

1906 to 1916

Char ter Mem bers

George W. Pot ter
Mrs. M.A. Wil liams 

Lucinda Pot ter 
Ella Mont gom ery 
Mar ga ret Wil son

This Building served the
First Baptist Church from
1899 to 1906



His tory of
The First Bap tist Church of Meade, Kan sas

In the Beginning...
At the be gin ning of the 1890’s, a

small group of Bap tist be gan hold ing
prayer meet ings in their homes. Many of 
the prayer meet ings were held in the
home of Mrs. M.A. Wil liams in the back 
of her dry goods and mil li nery store.
Just as Je sus prayed for the work He was
sent to earth to do, and, as Christ taught
us to both pray and work to build His
king dom, so it was with those faith ful
“sol diers of the cross” in Meade, Kan -
sas. God an swered their prayers and a
church was or ga nized. Rev. P.G.
Shanklin, a Bap tist min is ter in Gar den
City, an evan ge list, and a dis trict Mis -
sion ary, came to as sist these courageous 
souls.

The first men tion of the com ing of
Rev. Shanklin was in Meade’s weekly
news pa per The Globe, dated Au gust 3,
1883. The news item read 

Rev. Shanklin, a Bap tist min is -
ter, preached at the Chris tian
Church Mon day night. He will be -
gin a se ries of meet ings next Sunday 
night at the same place. All are in -
vited.
It was dur ing these meet ings a

church was or ga nized on Au gust 17,
1893. The Meade Globe printed this
item

A Bap tist Church was or ga -
nized last Wednes day by Rev. P.G.
Shanklin.
It is as sumed that the or ga ni za tion

took place in the Chris tian Church since
that was the build ing that Rev. Shanklin
was us ing for the meet ings. This build -
ing was fi nanced by the Chris tian
Church with a loan from the Amer i can
Chris tian Mis sion ary So ci ety. In the
hard times of the 1890’s, some of the
Chris tian con gre ga tion moved away
and the loan be came too heavy for the
re main ing mem bers, so the ti tle re verted 

to the so ci ety. The site was the cor ner of
North Fowler and Kan sas Streets in
Meade, and was the third lo ca tion used
by the church for worship.

The church re cords dated Au gust
8, 1893 stated, “The fol low ing per sons
have en tered into cov e nant to or ga nize
a Bap tist Church at Meade, Kan sas:
Namely, George W. Pot ter and Lucinda
Pot ter of the Is land Grove Bap tist
Church of Mis souri; Ella Mont gom ery
of the Macomb Bap tist Church of Il li -
nois; Mar ga ret Wil son of the Hart ford
Bap tist Church of Iowa. These five be -
came char ter mem bers. Rev. Wilbur
was cho sen as mod er a tor and Rev.
Shanklin as clerk. The ar ti cles of faith,
church cov e nant and rules of or der
were com piled by J.M. Pendleton and
were se lected as the rules to gov ern the
church in faith and prac tice. “The First
Bap tist Church of Meade” was cho sen
as the name.

George W. Pot ter was elected clerk 
of the orig i na tion ser vice. Prior to the
ser vice, Rev. Wilbur opened the Bi ble
to Pe ter 4:18 which states, “If the righ -
teous scarcely be saved, where shall the
un godly and the sin ner ap pear?" This
was the text of the orig i nal ser mon. The
meet ing was ad journed fol low ing a
prayer by Rev. Wilbur ask ing God’s
bless ing on ”this newly formed en ter -
prise in the Kingdom of God."

Rev. Wm. Wilbur’s name does not
ap pear again in the re cords that are
avail able. Rev. P.G. Shanklin con tin ued 
com ing to the church once a month. We
should be very thank ful for the en ergy
and faith ful ness of Rev. Shanklin. A
copy of the min utes of the South west ern
Kan sas Bap tist As so ci a tion, dated Sep -
tem ber 14-17, 1892, listed Rev.
Shanklin as Pas tor of four churches:
Bucklin, Lakin, Man ning and Meade.
The Meade Globe paid trib ute to Rev.
Shanklin and the or ga niz ers of the

church in a news ar ti cle dated Au gust
24, 1892; 

Rev. Shanklin the Bap tist
preacher closed his meet ings in this 
city Sunday eve ning. There were
five ad di tions to the church: Mrs.
Hattie Dalgarn, Ora Wil liams,
Nettie Bonham and Hattie Fee. A
church was or ga nized with twelve
mem bers and ser vice will be held
the last Sunday of each month. Rev.
Shanklin is a de voted min is ter of the 
Mas ter and la bors un ceas ingly in
be half of the gos pel of Christ. His
meet ings were well at tended and a
gen eral good in ter est was man i -
fested through out. The Globe is
glad of his suc cess and hopes that
the lit tle Bap tist Church of a dozen
mem bers will ever be filled with the
spirit of true re li gion and that will
en able it to grow, that many oth ers
may be added thereto and that it
may be a po tent in flu ence for good
and that the seed they sow may fall
on good ground and spring up and
bear much fruit.” These are words
of high trib ute, by their fruit Ye
shall know them.
If the Globe staff mem ber that

wrote those words were here to day,
would he feel that his hopes for The First 
Bap tist Church of Meade, Kan sas, had
been ful filled? We be lieve he would.

As The First Bap tist Church of
Meade was born of mis sion ary par ents,
it nat u rally fol lowed that it should be a
mis sion ary church. One of the first mis -
sion ary pro jects was to es tab lish an arm
of the church in Fowler on Oc to ber 7,
1906. Later, Gos pel teams were sent out
to hold ser vices in coun try school
houses. A let ter from Merrit C. Reed to
Bro. John Keith in 1943 states: “It was
Bro. Moore that or ga nized our gos pel
teams and started us on our way to hold -
ing ser vices in the coun try school
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houses and shar ing the gos pel mes sage.
The peo ple in the coun try al ways turned
out well and treated us fine.” Some of
the early Bap tist that served on those
gos pel teams were: Mr. Reed, George
Cones, Loren Southerland, J.O. Keith
and Char lie Petefish. This gos pel team
work was prac ticed 1911, through 1914, 
and in 1916, Loren Southerland was
given full charge of this phase of the
ministry of the church.

The his tory com mit tee for the fif ti -
eth an ni ver sary in 1943, wrote: “The
newly or ga nized Bap tist Church pros -
pered and be gan to grow from the
start.” How ever, they had their prob -
lems, as we find from read ing some of
the early min utes of the busi ness meet -
ings, per haps they gained their strength
from fac ing dif fi cul ties and find ing a so -
lu tion. Some ex cerpts from the early
min utes—"Com mit tee for rais ing Pas -
tors back sal ary gave par tial re port,
com mit tee con tin ued." “It was moved,
sec onded and car ried that a spe cial of -
fer ing be taken for the Pas tor’s sal ary.”
Women’s Mis sion ary So ci ety re ported
that their goal had been partly
reached." A com mit tee was ap pointed to 
fix the screens on the par son age win -
dows. At the next meet ing, it was voted
to “let the screens go un til spring.” One
early en try in the church min utes re ally
takes us back to early times. A com mit -
tee was ap pointed to move the hitch ing
racks from pri vate prop erty to the
church prop erty. Bro. Hanks and Wm.
Dalgarn were ap pointed. Two men had
been nom i nated to be Dea cons. Their
ac cep tance by the church was not unan i -
mous. When agree ment could not be
reached, the sub ject was ta bled. At a
later meet ing, the con tro versy was
resolved by the two men stating that
they did not want to be Deacons
anyway.

An other im por tant step taken by
the church, un der the lead er ship of Rev.
Shanklin, was to iden tify it self with de -
nom i na tional af fairs by join ing the
South west Kan sas Bap tist As so ci a tion
in Sep tem ber, 1893. Through the years
it has co op er ated with the Kan sas Bap -
tist Con ven tion and the American
Baptist Convention.

The his tory com mit tee for the fif ti -
eth an ni ver sary of the church re corded
the de tails: A new era in the life of the
church be gan when Rev. J.M. Rob in son
be came pas tor in 1898. The church was
re or ga nized and in creased in strength
and num bers. The church was now able
to pur chase a build ing to wor ship in.
The pur chase, at the price of $300, was
made Feb ru ary 14, 1899. The deed con -
veyed to M.A. Wil liams who deeded the 
prop erty to The First Bap tist Church
Oc to ber 25, 1889. The church was in -
cor po rated Au gust 24, 1899 and granted 
a charter valid for 99 years.

Some time in 1906, the build ing
was re mod eled. A bel fry was erected
over the front en trance, a bap tis tery was
added on the east side of the sanc tu ary
and a large stained glass win dow, pic -
tur ing an or gan ist at work, was pre -
sented to the church by Mrs. M.A.
Wil liams, as a me mo rial to her daugh -
ter, Ora Wil liams Seigel, who was the
first or gan ist in the church.

Growing Pains...
In 1915, un der the di rec tion of

Rev. Claude J. Spi ers, the con gre ga tion
de cided it had out grown the pres ent
church build ing and ap pointed a build -
ing com mit tee to erect a new struc ture.
The old build ing was to be torn down
and the new build ing built in it’s place.
The con gre ga tion faced the pro ject with
mixed emo tions ex pressed in this ex -
cerpt from “Bap tist Notes” in the Meade 
Globe of November 12, 1915:

“We had ex pected that last
Sunday would be our last day in our
church build ing, but a change in
pro ce dure has made it so we may
con tinue our wor ship here for one
or two more weeks.

The ser vices were well at -
tended, last Lord’s day, and were of
his tor i cal im por tance, es pe cially
the Young Peo ple’s meeting.

Upon in vi ta tion the Pres by te -
rian En deav ors united with us, in
this ser vice, in as much as the two
so ci et ies were orig i nally one and
for years met in our church build -

ing. Sev eral from both so ci et ies told 
of the Grand Old Days of the past
and the mem o ries of fel low ship of
those days and years was like sweet
per fume brought to us from afar or
the mes sage of a friend that had
been gone long.

At the eve ning ser vice, the
chair man of the fi nance com mit tee
an nounced that the full amount of
$5,000.00 had been pro vided for
which caused great re joic ing in all
our hearts.

We wish to thank those who
worked so faith fully in mak ing this
re port pos si ble. Also, ex press our
ap pre ci a tion to each one who made
a pledge for this new build ing.

Our new build ing com mit tee;
C.S. Hulburt, E.D. Kimber, M.C.
Read, J.H. Perkins, and J.O. Keith,
shall soon ad ver tise for bids for the
con struc tion of our new ed i fice.
Claude J. Spi ers."
The con gre ga tion se cured the

room un der the Masonic Hall to use for
ser vices while the new church was be -
ing built. The seats and other church fur -
ni ture were moved there, and the
wreck ing of the build ing be gan the
week of No vem ber 19, 1915. The build -
ing com mit tee did not con tract the erec -
tion of the new build ing, but en gaged
Mr. J.E. Riness as fore man, and the
work was done un der his di rec tion. A
hard, cold win ter caused many de lays in
the con struc tion of the church and it was
Au gust of the next year be fore the first
ser vices were held in the new building.

The ded i ca tion ser vices for the
new First Bap tist Church build ing were
held on Sunday, Oc to ber 22, 1916, with
sev eral meet ings the week be fore and a
re vival the week af ter. The Meade
Globe, dated Oc to ber 19, 1916,  car ried
the fol low ing story:

Dedicate Baptist Church
Rev. J.M. Robinson Will
Deliver Dedicatory Sermon
Sunday Morning
Evangelistic Services To
Begin Sunday Evening
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Conducted by Rev. Fred
Berry, Supt. of Evangelism.

Ser vices are be ing held at the
First Bap tist church each eve ning
of this week, ex cept to night. To mor -
row eve ning, Dr. S.E. Price, pres i -
dent of Ot tawa Uni ver sity, will
de liver an ad dress, and J. T.
Crawford, Sec re tary of State Mis -
sions, will  be here Saturday
evening.

The new church build ing will
be ded i cated Sunday morn ing. Rev.
J.M. Rob in son, of Fruita, Colo., de -
liv er ing the dedicatorial ad dress.
Rev. Rob in son was in stru men tal in
the es tab lish ing of the Bap tist
church in this city many years ago
of which he was pas tor for several
years.

The new church build ing is
mod ern in ev ery re spect, with large
au di to rium, sev eral class rooms,
pas tor’s study, and large so cial
room and kitchen in the base ment.
The build ing will be heated by hot
air furnace.

Re vival meet ings will be held
by Rev. Fred Berry, evan ge list, be -
gin ning Sunday eve ning.

The pub lic is cor dially in vited
to at tend these ser vices."
In the late 1920’s the men of the

con gre ga tion built a new par son age just
to the east of the church. The Rev. T.D.
Frank lin and his fam ily were the first
fam ily to live in the new par son age.

In Jan u ary, 1930, the in te rior of the 
church was dam aged ex ten sively by
fire. Since this was dur ing the hard eco -
nomic times of the Great De pres sion it
was a dif fi cult de ci sion about re pair ing
the sanc tu ary; and it was nec es sary to go 
into debt to do so.

In vi ta tions from sis ter churches in
the area were ex tended to the con gre ga -
tion, to wor ship with them un til the
build ing could be re paired. Juanita
Beard re calls that her par ents, Mr. and
Mrs. J.W. Coo per opened their home on
North Springlake to the church to hold
Sunday School. She said, “The house
was large enough that open ing ex er cises 
could be held in the liv ing room and

classes were held in the bed rooms, both
up stairs and down. It was quite an ex pe -
ri ence hav ing Sunday School in my own 
bed room.” As soon as the base ment
could be cleared of wa ter and dried out,
all Sunday School and church ser vices
were held there un til the sanctuary could 
be restored.

The large iron bell that had been in
the bel fry of the old church was later
given to Camp Cristy of Scott County,
where it is used reg u larly to call the var i -
ous camp as sem blies.

One of the high lights in the life of
The First Bap tist Church of Meade was
the golden an ni ver sary cel e bra tion and
mort gage burn ing for the debt in curred
to re pair the church fol low ing the fire it
sus tained in the 30’s. This event took
place Au gust 8, 1943. Rev. T.R. Layton
was Pas tor at this time. An all-day ser -
vice and bas ket din ner was held. Let ters
were read from for mer mem bers. Con -
grat u la tions from other churches were
of fered. Rev. Layton preached the an ni -
ver sary ser mon, “For ward with Christ.”
He chal lenged the church to re newed
loy alty and ded i ca tion to Christ. He
said, “If ever there was a time when the
church of the liv ing God should move
for ward, as it has never done be fore, that 
time has come in the life of The First
Baptist Church of Meade.”

Time for a Change...
When Rev. T.R. Layton preached

that an ni ver sary ser mon, the church had
an av er age at ten dance of 80 for Sunday
morn ing wor ship and close to 100 in
Sunday school. The church build ing
that had seemed so large to the con gre -
ga tion of 50 years ago now seemed
cramped, es pe cially for Sunday school
and va ca tion bi ble school. Within the
next few years se ri ous con sid er ation
was given to expansion.

Re cords show that a build ing fund
was in ef fect as early as 1934. Ex tra ef -
forts soon be gan to “build up” the fund,
such as  a  spe c ia l  of  fer  ing a t
Thanksgiving. The Thanksgiving ser -
vice  was a very spe cial with a of fer ing
plate placed on the com mu nion ta ble at

the pul pit, as a hymn was sung or
played, the con gre ga tion, from young to 
old filed down to place their of fer ing in
the plate. Mem bers gave gen er ously and 
the fund grew. The need for space and
the worry that the pres ent build ing was
too old to re model and ex pand were fac -
tors in the de ci sion to build a new church 
in 1966. This was a huge task, but one
that then pas tor Earle C. Reynolds and
the church with her ded i cated leaders
felt equal to.

In a busi ness meet ing held on July
7, 1966, George Rob erts re ported to the
church that the one-half block to in clude 
lots 13-24, block 7, McGowan place an
ad di tion to the city of Meade, could be
pur chased for $5,000.00. Brother
George, who at first had op posed build -
ing a new church build ing told the group 
of mem bers as sem bled for the monthly
busi ness meet ing “I could just see that
beau ti ful church on that hill as I drove
by.” The vote was unan i mous to buy the
lots. The ad dress would 510 East
Rainbelt.

In a busi ness meet ing Au gust 3,
1966, it was re ported by E. Keith Beard
that the prop erty on E. Rainbelt had
been pur chased with the nec es sary le gal
con tract with E. Justina Welk of Meade,
Kan sas, for the sum of $5,000.00. Let it
be noted here that E. Keith Beard, at tor -
ney who prac ticed law in Meade for
many years in the firm of Wil son &
Beard, along with his wife, Juanita
(Coo per) Beard, was for many years one 
of the driv ing forces in the ad vance ment 
of the Lords work in The First Bap tist
Church of Meade. Keith was al ways
there for the church when there was a
need for le gal ser vice. He was es pe cially 
ap pre ci ated in the plan ning and ex e cut -
ing of the build ing pro gram as were so
many other dedicated members.

The first step the church took to -
ward the build ing of the new church was 
to hire Rev. Rob ert Wood of Wich ita,
Kan sas to man age the fund rais ing for
the pro ject. Then the fol low ing com mit -
tees were ap pointed: Build ing Com mit -
tee: Rev. Earl E. Reynolds-Ex Officio;
E. Keith Beard-Chair man; Clar ence
Rexroad-Co Chair man; Trust ees, Art
Eads, George Rob erts, Ben Reiss, Nor -
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man Haskins, John Homer, Bill Painter,
Howard Weller; Gen eral Con trac -
tor-Pyle Con struc tion Com pany,
McPherson, Kan sas; Ar chi tect, Rob ert
E. Marr, McPherson, Kan sas; Sub Con -
trac tors, Eads Plumb ing and Heat ing,
Meade Floor Cov er ing, West ern Con -
crete, Imperial Wood Works, Waco,
Texas.

Spe cial rec og ni tion went to the
W.M.S. of the church for their many
hours of plan ning and work on the drap -
er ies and floor cov er ing.

The beau ti ful pul pit fur ni ture that
was pur chased by the adult women’s
Sunday school class in the mid ‘50s was
moved to the new church. Also the pi -
anos were moved, the many pieces of
an tique fur ni ture and dishes that were
gifts to the church over the years.

The beau ti ful Car il lon bells placed
in the bell tower were do nated to the
church in mem ory of Lydia Leslie, one
of the pi o neer mem bers of the church,
by her daugh ter, Mourine Hendrickson.

In 1976, Floyd Pen ning ton do -
nated the or gan, now in use to the
church, in mem ory of his par ents, Mr.
and Mrs. G.W. Pen ning ton, who were
ded i cated mem bers for many years.

Let it be noted here that Sharon
(Merkle) Stockton has faith fully played
the or gan and pi ano for the church as
“her con tri bu tion” for the past 25 years
and be fore.

“The Church on the Hill”, as the
new First Bap tist house of wor ship be -
came known, took nearly two years to
build. It seats 300 with an over flow and
nurs ery that is de signed so that the at ten -
dant can see the speaker and con gre ga -
tion and hear the ser vices. There are
twenty class rooms, a spa cious kitchen
and fel low ship hall in the base ment,
which can be en tered with out steps to
climb. There is a 20 ton air con di tioner.
The pews are pad ded and the sanc tu ary
halls and Sunday school rooms are fully
carpeted.

Rev. Reynolds, his wife, Velda,
mem bers and many in the com mu nity
watched the con struc tion of the beau ti -
ful Bap tist Church build ing with great
an tic i pa tion and con tin ued prayer for
the Lords guid ance. Ros a lyn Eads re -

calls the in spi ra tional ex pe ri ence of the
church gath er ing at the site of the new
church for Easter ser vices in April 1967. 
There was some walls but no roof. We
are grate ful to Velda Reynolds for the
many pho to graphs she took of the build -
ing un der con struc tion. Let it be noted
here that Mrs. Reynolds do nated the pic -
tures of the church un der con struc tion,
and many oth ers taken dur ing the time
Rev. Reynolds pastored here, to the
church. We are very grate ful for this
contribution to the church history.

On Oc to ber 6, 1968, a very im pres -
sive ser vice was held in the new build -
ing. The church was ob serv ing its
sev enty-fifth an ni ver sary in con junc -
tion with the ded i ca tion of the build ing.
An es ti mated 500 peo ple crowded into
the church at 2 p.m. that Sunday af ter -
noon for the spe cial ser vice. The open -
ing hymn was “Holy, Holy, Holy”.
In vo ca tion by Rev. Harry Opperman,
area min is ter, Gar den City. Wel come
and vis i tor rec og ni tion by Pas tor Earle
C. Reynolds. Pre sen ta tion of the church
keys by Pyle Con struc tion Co. Ac cep -
tance of the church keys, Clar ence
Rexroad, Trustee Board Chair man.
Ded i ca tion ad dress by Dr. Wil liam F.
Keucher, Ex ec u tive Min is ter of Kan sas
Bap tist Con ven tion. Prayer of ded i ca -
tion, Rev. Henry Bondurant, for mer
area min is ter, Gar den City, Kansas.
Benediction, Rev. Robert L. Wood,
Wichita, Kansas.

Af ter so ably lead ing the church
through the con struc tion of our new
build ing, Rev. Reynolds now felt that it
was time to move on to a new field. Hav -
ing ac cepted a call to pas tor The First
Bap tist Church of Tor ring ton, Wy o -
ming, he re signed as our pas tor De cem -
ber 8, 1968.

On Jan u ary 1, 1969, the church ex -
tended a call to Rev. Rex Bear to be our
pas tor. Rev. Bear ac cepted and took the
helm March 1, 1969.

Our work was not fin ished as there
was still a fi nan cial debt to be paid on
the new church. The ded i cated mem bers 
and pas tor con tin ued to pray and work.
Within two years fol  low ing the
Thanksgiving of fer ing in 1970, we were 

able to re tire the debt on the new
building.

On May 2, 1971, a mort gage burn -
ing ser vice was held at the church. Judy
Haskins was pi a nist for the ser vice. Rev. 
and Mrs. Earl C. Reynolds re turned to
take part in the ser vice. Rev. Reynolds
spoke on “look ing back.” The state con -
ven tion speaker was act ing ex ec u tive
co or di na tor, Dr. Roy Paslay, Mr. E.E.
Innis pre sented the mort gage. Re ceiv -
ing and burn ing the mort gage, E. Keith
Beard and Ar thur Eads. Fol low ing the
con gre ga tional hymn “Shephard Like A 
Shephard Lead Us”, Rev. Rex Bear
gave the mes sage, look ing to the fu ture.
Fol low ing the ser vice, re fresh ments
were served in the fel low ship hall to all
pres ent by the W.M.S. ladies, assisted
by the Girls Guild.

The to tal cost to build the new
church build ing was $130,000. To day,
Au gust 30, 1993, the value is set at
$275,000.

In May of 1970, the church sold the 
old church prop erty to the Com mu nity
Church of Meade, not to in clude the par -
son age. It was de cided due to the age
and con di tion of the church build ing to
sell it to the Com mu nity Church for the
sum of $6,000.00. The pur chas ing con -
tract was as fol lows: be gin ning May 1,
1970, the buyer would pay $50.00 per
month for one year, with the bal ance to
be paid on May 1, 1971. The buyer to
take im me di ate pos ses sion. The Com -
mu nity Church was able to meet the ob -
li ga tion and re tire the debt on schedule.

In 1974, Rev. Rex Bear re signed.
Shortly there af ter the church called
Rev. Rob ert Snyder to be our pas tor. At
this time the church was con sid er ing
build ing a new par son age. The de ci sion
was made to build a par son age just east
of the church and the fol low ing plan -
ning com mit tee was ap pointed: Rich ard
Boyd, chair man; Ros a lyn Eads; Bob
Feldman; Rick Duggan; Vashti Seybert
and Eleanor Finlay.

The same love and ded i ca tion that
car ried the First Bap tist con gre ga tion
through the build ing of the new church
took form now as they be gan plan ning
and build ing the house that would be
home for our pas tors. Al though most of
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the la bor and ma te ri als were paid, a lot
was do nated. To tal cost of the new par -
son age was $55,045.00. A ded i ca tion
ser vice was held on Sunday af ter noon
July 27, 1975. That same year, the old
par son age lo cated at 111 E. Kan sas St.
was sold to Larry and Kay Classen, for
the sum of $18,000.00.

Rev. Bob Snyder, his wife, Carrie,
and small daugh ter, Sa rah, were the first
to oc cupy the new par son age. Rev.
Snyder pastored the church for five
years dur ing that time their son, Shawn,
was born.

Rev. Bob Snyder re signed as our
pas tor in 1979 and in 1980 Rev. Earl
Reynolds re turned as pas tor. Rev.
Reynolds was the only pas tor to serve
our church more than one term. Rev.
Reynolds and his wife, Velda, re tired in
1982, to make their home in Kan sas
City, Mis souri. In 1983, the church ex -
tended a call to Rev. Harry Fink. Rev.
Fink, his wife, Barb, daugh ter, Stacy
and son Kevin, joined us in April, 1983.
Rev. Fink is our twenty-sev enth pas tor
and has served the church lon ger than
any.

In No vem ber, 1990, a faith ful
mem ber of the church, Floyd Pen ning -

ton, passed away. The church was
named in Floyd Pen ning ton’s will to re -
ceive a size able por tion of his es tate.
The fol low ing com mit tee was ap -
pointed to com pile ideas for han dling
the in come from the Pen ning ton Es tate:
Joe Wal ter (Chair man), Pas tor Harry
Fink, Nor man Haskins, Joe Rob bins,
Fred Gar ri son, Roy Seybert, Josie
McDowell, Mary Lou Under wood, and
Es ther Feldman. Re ceiv ing this won -
der ful con tri bu tion has, and will con -
tinue to be, a great help to the church in
our work for the advancement of the
cause of Christ.

In No vem ber, 1991, once again
The First Bap tist Church of Meade had
to deal with dam age from a fire. The fire
was in the tank of the bap tis tery caused
by a switch be ing ac ci den tally turned on 
to the empty bap tis tery while a meet ing
was in prog ress in the fel low ship hall.
The fi ber glass bap tis tery tank burned
enough to cause ex ten sive smoke dam -
age to the in te rior of the ground level of
the church build ing. The church was
very grate ful that Pas tor Fink dis cov -
ered the fire be fore any thing ex cept the
bap tis tery tank was de stroyed. We were
also thank ful for in sur ance to cover the

res to ra tion. The lo cal car pet clean ing
firm Berryman and Com pany re -
sponded quickly and did a great job
clean ing the church. It was only nec es -
sary to hold one Sunday morn ing wor -
ship ser vice in the fel low ship hall
downstairs while the church was being
cleaned.

In 1985, the old mim eo graph ma -
chine was re placed by a copy ma chine
in the church of fice.

In 1986, a food bank was or ga -
nized by the Meade Min is te rial Al li -
ance. The First Bap tist Church voted to
house the food bank in the north west
Sunday school room near the west en -
trance of the church base ment. Tem po -
rary shelves were in stalled along two
walls. The par tic i pat ing churches con -
trib ute sta ple gro cer ies to stock the food
bank and take turns work ing in the food
bank which is opened to the needy of the 
com mu nity each sec ond and fourth
Friday.

Re cent ad di tions to the church are
the pur chase of 200 new hym nals and
100 pew Bi bles for the sanc tu ary.

In Au gust, 1993, the vi nyl floor
cov er ing in the church foyer was re -
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placed. This was the first ma jor re pair
needed on the church build ing.

The church news let ter ti tled “The
Church on the Hill” ini ti ated by Rev.
Rob ert Snyder in 1975, and ed ited by
church sec re tary, Floreine Budde, was
dis con tin ued in 1987. On rec om men da -
tion of the board of trust ees in April,
1993, the church let ter was re in stated.
Ti tled “Vi sions and Dreams,” the
monthly news let ter is ed ited by Rob ert
McDowell, as sisted by his wife, Loni.

The Work of the
Women...

The First Bap tist Church of Meade
has had a woman’s mis sion ary or ga ni -
za tion al most as long as it has been in
ex is tence. Through out the years it was a
very strong force in the church with their 
fo cus on mis sions. In the be gin ning it
was known as the La dies Aide. Then
changed to The La dies Mis sion ary So ci -
ety, then to Amer i can Bap tist Women.
In 1993, a ma jor re or ga ni za tion took
place in the Amer i can Bap tist Women’s
Or ga ni za tion, they are now Amer i can
Bap tist Women Mis sions. This ti tle was
cho sen be cause of the large vol ume of
mis sion ary work, both lo cal and for -
eign, done by the or ga ni za tion. The La -
dies A.B.W.M. Group in The First
Bap tist Church of Meade is no ex cep -
tion. Our la dies con trib ute much in
funds, hos pi tal sup plies, patch work
pieces, cloth ing and much more to for -
eign fields and com mu nity cen ters, or -
phans homes, etc. in the United States.
Lo cally the A.B.W.M. ministers to
shut-ins and bereaved families with a
food service.

Early Members
A ros ter of those who have been

mem bers of The First Bap tist Church of
Meade, Kan sas would be far too long,
how ever, be cause of the in ter est ing his -
tor i cal con tent some must be men tioned
in this his tory. Mrs. M.A. Wil liams, one
of the char ter mem bers and Chris tian
ex traor di nary, was a great aunt of Ed -

ward Boyer, who along with his wife,
Reva (White head Boyer), were very ac -
tive in the church. Their chil dren, Boyd
and twin daugh ters, Betty and Bea, grew 
up in the church. Both Reva and son,
Boyd, are de ceased. Ed ward Boyer, at
age 90, is at this time the old est mem ber
of The First Bap tist Church of Meade,
Kan sas. Let it be noted here that the
youn gest mem ber of the church is
Ashley Houser, age 14. Ashley at tends
church with her par ents, Den nis and
Beverly and her brother, Clay.

Ed ward Boyer’s great aunt, Mrs.
M.A. Wil liams, was the mother of Ora
Seygel, who was the first or gan ist of the
church. Mrs. Wil liams later do nated the
beau ti ful stained glass win dow, de pict -
ing an or gan ist at work, to the church in
mem ory of her daugh ter who died in
1903 at the early age of 22 years. The
afore men tioned win dow was first
placed in the church build ing, the First
Bap tist Church pur chased from the
Chris tian Mis sion ary So ci ety, Feb ru ary
14, 1899, lo cated in the 300 block of
North Fowler Street in Meade, Kan sas.
The win dow was later placed in the
brick build ing the church built in the
same lo ca tion in 1916. The build ing and
win dow still stand. Ed ward Boyer’s par -
ents were very ac tive and both sang in
the choir. Mr. Boyer was an usher.

We do not have any thing about
char ter mem bers, Mar ga ret Wil son or
Ella Mont gom ery. George W. and
Loucenda Pot ter sold the G.G. White -
heads their first home in Meade. Rev.
Rob in son, the sec ond pas tor, of fi ci ated
when John and Grace Painter were mar -
ried and were par ents of Fred and Bill
Painter and V. Seybert.  He also mar ried
Nettie Bowen and Dick Brown, who
were the par ents of Mrs. (Ger ald)
Haskins. Ger ald and Pattie Haskins had
two sons, Nor man and Ken neth. Nor -
man Haskins joined the church at a very
early age and has been very ac tive along
with his wife, Arlene (Lit tle) Haskins.
To the pres ent time, their chil dren, Da -
vid, Judy, Dean and Dinah grew up in
the church. Dinah (Haskins) Mellard,
hus band, Ron and daugh ters re side on
the Haskins farm near Meade. Dinah is
very ac tive in the church, as is their

daugh ter Jessica. This makes six gen er -
a tions of Haskins who have served God
in The First Bap tist Church of Meade,
Kan sas. Ger ald Haskins also had early
be gin nings in the church, as his mother
was a mem ber, as well as her mother.
Pattie Haskins is re mem bered for her
many years of ser vice as church pianist
and in many other areas of the work.

Lizzie Tackenhorst, though sin gle
through out her life, was not alone. The
church was her fam ily. She faith fully
served the Lord through teach ing, serv -
ing on com mit tees and as a dea con ess.
Lizzie was very ac tive in the La dies
Mis sion ary So ci ety. She could be seen
walk ing the streets of Meade as she
called on shut-ins, de liv er ing the mail,
and sharing food.

Mary Ap ple was one of the faith ful
work ers and sup port ers of The First
Bap tist Church in the early years and
con tin u ing through the build ing of the
pres ent church. She was a de voted
teacher and very ac tive in the Womens
Mis sion ary So ci ety. Faye Ap ple
Hardaway re mem bers help ing her
mother wipe the dust off the church
pews dur ing the dust bowl days of the
‘30s. As the mem bers took turns clean -
ing the church each Sunday morning.

Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Coo per were
great sup port ers of the church for at least 
five de cades. A lot could be writ ten
about their con tri bu tions to the Lords
work through the church if space would
per mit in this brief his tory. The Coo pers
had three daugh ters, Evelyn, Madline
and Juanita (Coo per) Beard.

Glenn and Al berta Pen ning ton
were very faith ful mem bers of the
church. Al berta sang in the choir from
early on and con tin ued un til she moved
from Meade in 1992. Al berta will be re -
mem bered es pe cially for her will ing -
ness to play the pi ano for any ser vice at
any time. The Glen Pen ning ton chil -
dren, Glenda and Da vid, grew up in the
church.

Ben and Ruby Reiss and sons,
Loren, Nor man and Clif ford were faith -
ful mem bers. Ben ush ered for many
years, Ruby was ac tive in Womens Mis -
sion ary So ci ety and served as church
clerk for many years. Loren’s tenor
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voice was a con tri bu tion to the church
choir.

George and Judy Rob erts, Clar -
ence and Peggy Rexroad, Effie White -
head, Amanda Black, Don and Vir ginia
Rosenberry, Bill and Blanch Painter, El -
ea nor Finlay, John Homer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis Budde, daugh ters, Lou ise and
Nelda, John and Elsie Counts and son
Tommy, Mr. and Mrs. Will Budde (par -
ents of Floreine Budde), Mrs. Fred
Dahm (mother of Faith Bachman), Ber -
tha Mar tin, Mrs. Howard Miller,
Jeanette and Kennethm are some of the
many great con tri bu tors to the work in
The First Bap tist Church of Meade.
Again, space does not per mit a sum mary 
of each one. We re mem ber them fondly
and thank God for each of their
contributions.

Teachers

“In the Church God has put 
all in place: in the first
place apostles, in the second 
place prophets, and in the
third place teachers.”

I Co rin thi ans 12:28
Over the years many faith ful mem -

bers of The First Bap tist Church of
Meade have moved away. Many have
gone onto their heav enly home. We
praise God for each of these won der ful
teach ers He has sent to lead us. Each in
their la bor in this place has planted
seeds that has pro duced an har vest for
the Lord. We could not pos si bly pay
trib ute to each of them, how ever, the
teach ers who served from two to four
de cades should be listed in this his -
tory—Pray ing that we have not left any -
one out, they are as fol lows: Lydia
Leslie (from the early years); G.W. Pen -
ning ton; Mrs. Jake Neufeld; Nettie
Boyd (the mother of Clyd Boyd). We re -
call in the mid-’50s when Mrs. Boyd’s
doc tor had for bid her to climb the base -
ment stairs be cause of a heart con di tion,
she could no lon ger go to the base ment
and teach. She missed the chil dren and

teach ing so much she would at tend ev -
ery Sunday and sit on the base ment
land ing and listen to the children.

Reva Boyer was a great fa vor ite of
the 3rd and 4th grad ers that she taught.
The chil dren looked for ward to the pic -
nics at the Boyer farm.

Grace Weller was a great fa vor ite,
she took lots of pic tures of her classes.
Elsie Counts was pri mary su per in ten -
dent for many years. Her open ing ex er -
cises were very spe cial. There was
al ways lots of sing ing. Each birth day
stu dent was rec og nized and an of fer ing
was taken, teach ing the chil dren the
blessing of giving.

Elsie Counts also taught in the pri -
mary de part ment at dif fer ent times.

Es ther Feldman taught ju nior high
for sev eral years with an av er age of
four teen stu dents. There was al ways
good sing ers in the group and they of ten
did spe cial num bers for wor ship ser vice
and went car ol ing at Christ mas time.
Later in the new church, Es ther taught
adults.

Gladys Hartley taught the adult
womens class and was a very spe cial
teacher.

Floreine Budde started as the adult
womens class teacher and for the past
de cade or more she has taught a mixed
adult group. Florene is one of the ex -
traor di nary teach ers and work ers in the
church.

Vashti Seybert spent many years in 
the nurs ery de part ment of the Sunday
school. It takes a spe cial per son to keep
those lit tle ones con tent while their par -
ents at tended classes.

Howard Weller taught the adult
men’s class for many years, Howard ex -
hib ited a spe cial kind of ded i ca tion to
teach ing and any thing else he could do
in the work of the Lord.

Voncille (Mrs. Al fred) Marrs truly
“bloomed where she was planted” hav -
ing moved to Meade from far away
Clumbia, Lou i si ana and join ing The
First Bap tist Church of Meade, Kan sas
in 1948, Voncille went right to work
even though she had two small chil dren
of her own, she held her small son,
Denton, on her lap as she taught the kin -
der gar ten class. Her so journ as teacher

of that class spanned thirty-five years.
She loved the chil dren and they loved
her. What a witness!!

Mary Lou Under wood was an other 
long-time pri mary teacher, bring ing
with her teach ing a pro found love and
ded i ca tion to the cause of Christ.

Sondra Wal ter is one of our great
pri mary teach ers now pass ing from two
de cades of ser vice into a third. A pri -
mary teacher by pro fes sion, teach ing
Sunday school came easy, ex cept for the 
time one must give to pre par ing and be -
ing there, we thank God for will ing ness
and ded i ca tion such as Saundra’s.

Art and Ros a lyn Eads were not
long term teach ers, al though they have
each taught at dif fer ent times. The Eads
mem ber ship and un lim ited ser vice to
the King dom spans four de cades. The
Eads chil dren, Mar i lyn, Dar win and Ca -
thy were gifted in mu sic and were al -
ways will ing to con trib ute when
needed. We think of Art and Ros a lyn as
am bas sa dors, as they were al ways will -
ing to drive or fly to be del e gates to con -
ven tions and other meet ings con serv ing
the work. They were al ways ready to
serve and give of their means, of ten
open ing their home to vis i tors to the
church, to be their guests. At the time of
this writ ing, Art and Ros a lyn have sold
their home and will be mov ing from
Meade and The First Baptist Church.

Juanita Beard taught Sunday
school in the pri mary de part ment at a
early age and be yond. Her mu si cal tal -
ents was ev i dent in her Sunday school
teach ing es pe cially in Christ mas pro -
grams. She also took lots of pic tures of
her classes, which are a great con tri bu -
tion to our history.

Members Through
the Years...

We feel that mem bers and fam i lies
still ac tive in the church from two to five 
de cades should be men tioned in this his -
tory—again, pray ing that we do not
omit any one.

Faith (Dome, Vought) Baughman
at tended with her par ents then with her
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hus band, Elmer Vought. The Voughts’
had two chil dren, Sheri and Da vid. Soon 
af ter Da vid was born Elmer died a very
un timely death. Faith raised the two
chil dren in the church, later mar ry ing
Leo Baughman, who has been a won -
der ful friend to the church. Faith has
served in many ca pac i ties, the lon ger
be ing church clerk, a po si tion she holds
at the present time.

Rob ert (Bob) and Es ther Feldman,
mem bers for over four de cades are men -
tioned else where in this his tory.

Dor o thy (Mrs. Phill) Fleener
joined the church in 1956. Dr. Phill
Fleener, though not a mem ber of The
First Bap tist Church, has al ways taken
part in many ar eas. He has served as sub -
sti tute teacher in the Sunday school
class. Both he and Dor o thy at tended.
Dor o thy Fleener was choir di rec tor for
the church for many years. She is ac tive
in the women’s work and for sev eral
years served on the flower com mit tee.
The Fleeners’ have three sons, Mike,
Mark and Tom.

Mary Hickey, whose hus band,
Ted, passed away in 1960, has been a
mem ber for more than three de cades.
Mary’s son, Jerry Hickey, was bap tized
at the same time that she was in 1961.
Mary Lou Under wood is her daugh ter.
Mary has been very faith ful to the
church.

Mary Lou (Hickey) Under wood
and Harvey have a son, Tracy and a
daugh ter, Su san. The Underwoods have
wor shipped and worked in the church
for four de cades, bring ing up their chil -
dren and grand chil dren in the ser vice of
the Lord.

Fred and Opal Painter have been a
part of The First Bap tist Church of
Meade for more than three de cades.
Fred passed away in 1990, Opal still
drives in from the Painter farm, south of
Meade, to at tend.

It could be said of Roy and Vashti
Seybert, “If the Bap tist Church doors
are open,” the Seyberts are there. They
have both served where and when
needed for over four de cades. Vasti has
con trib uted in mu sic and in the kitchen,
and Roy will be re mem bered for his
will ing ness to serve as pul pit speaker.

Their chil dren, Glenn, Al ice, Charles
and Ross grew up in the church.

Max and Josie McDowell have
been a part of The First Bap tist Church
for more than two de cades. Their ded i -
ca tion and faith ful ness, like so many
oth ers, has meant much to the church.
Their chil dren, Rob ert and Rhonda have 
fol lowed in their par ents’ foot steps and
are very ac tive in the church work. Max
has been a church usher al most as many
years as he has been a mem ber. Josie has 
served as church trea surer for the past
fif teen years. On Au gust 24, 1993, Rob -
ert and wife, Loni, pre sented the
McDowells with their first grand child,
Alexander Joseph.

R.W. (Rich) and Elsie Boyd have
been in the church for three de cades.
They were al ways ready to con trib ute
wher ever needed. Rich helped build the
pres ent par son age. Elsie served as white 
cross chair man in A.B.W. for many
years. At this time the Boyds are con -
fined due to age and fail ing health, but
re main in the hearts of the mem bers of
The First Bap tist Church.

Al fred and Voncille Marrs have
been a part of The First Bap tist Church
since 1948, though not a mem ber, Al -
fred has been a good friend of the
church. Their chil dren, Joette and
Denton, grew up in the church. Voncille
has served on boards and com mit tees
and taught Sunday school for many
years.

Joe and Saundra Wal ter have been
a part of The First Bap tist Church for
more than two de cades, serv ing on the
var i ous boards and com mit tees. Their
chil dren are Judy, Eric and Clay. Judy
and Eric are also mem bers of the church.

Our Pastors...

“How then shall they call
upon Him in whom they
have not believed? And how
shall they believe in Him of
whom they have not heard?

And how shall they hear
without a Preacher?”

Romans 10:14
Pas tors of First Bap tist Church
1893-  ?  Rev. P.G. Shanklin
1898-1907 Rev. J.M. Rob in son
1907-1908 Rev. J.J. Grif fin
1908-1909 Rev. B.E. Antrobus
1909-1910 Rev. T. F. Hanks
1911-1914 Rev. J.A. Moore
1915-1916 Rev. C.J. Spires
1917-1918 Rev. H.G. Philips
1919 Rev. E.H. Barb
1919-1921 Rev. W.G. Pumphry
1921-1924 Rev. A.C. Downing
1924-   ? Rev. D.H. Mueller
?   -1931 Rev. A.M. Horan
1928-1931 Rev. T.D. Frank lin
1932-1933 Rev. F. L. Rose
1934-1936 Rev. G.G. Wiens
1937-1938 Rev. O.R. Powell
1938-1941 Rev. R.W. Shaw
1942 Rev. I.C. King
1942-     Rev. T.R. Layton
1949-1951 Rev. Jean Saltzman
1951-1954 Rev. Geo. Hutto
1954-1958 Rev. Har old Trevolt
1958-1963 Rev. Howard Sorenson
1963-1969 Rev. Earle C. Reynolds
1969-1974 Rev. Rex R. Bear
1974-1979 Rev. Rob ert Snyder
1980-1982 Rev. Earl C. Reynolds
1983-    Rev. Harry A. Fink

Four men have been or dained to
the min is try from The First Bap tist
Church of Meade.  Rev. H.M. Thomp -
son, Rev. H.H. Gilchrist, Rev. L.B.
Suther land and Rev. G.G. Wiens. Rev.
Tommy Counts is a prod uct of this
church, though or dained else where.
Rev. G.G. Wiens served as pas tor dur -
ing the de pres sion years of the thir ties.
He agreed to serve for what ever the
offering was.

Twenty-seven pas tors have served
The First Bap tist Church in the past 100
years. Above is a list of the pas tors with
the dates they served, and we will con -
clude with a short sum mary of each one
for which data and mem ory per mits.
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Rev. J.J. Grif fin, the third pas tor,
was re mem ber by Pattie Haskins, he had 
two boys and Mrs. Haskins re mem bered 
play ing with them as chil dren.

Rev. B.E. Antrobus wife was a sis -
ter of Mrs. Thacker, an aunt of Ruby
Cobb. Mrs. Thacker, her daugh ters,
Fran cis and Es ther, were pi a nist in the
church for many years.

Rev. J.A. Moore was pas tor when
the White heads moved to town. The
Moores had one son and was well liked
by the church and com mu nity.

Rev. Spires was pas tor when the
church was built in 1916. He was small
in stat ure, had red hair and was very en -
er getic. The Spires had twin daugh ters.
One child died be fore they came to
Meade and the other one, Rudy, died
while they were here.

Rev. Philips was a fa vor ite pas tor.
There were five Philips chil dren, de -
scribed as “full of life.”

Rev. Barb had worked with rail -
road men. He liked the song, “Life is
Like a Moun tain Rail road,” and sang it
of ten. He of fi ci ated at the wed ding of
Ger ald and Pattie Haskins.

Rev. Pumphry. The only thing
writ ten about this pas tor was that he had
two daugh ters.

Rev. Downing was Eng lish. Ed -
ward Boyer and Reva White head were
mar ried in the church par son age by Rev. 
Downing. Reva re called that Ed ward
stut tered when he said his vows and
when it came Reva’s turn she also stut -
tered. Juanita Beard re called sit ting in
church with the Downing daugh ter as a
child and shar ing the crack ers, etc. she
brought to nib ble on during church.

Rev. Horan had two sons, Shir ley
and Roger. Juanita Beard re called lik ing 
the boys. The en tire Horan fam ily was
tal ented. There were lots of church par -
ties at the par son age.

Rev. Rose was very well liked by
the church and com mu nity. There was
noth ing re corded about the Rose fam ily.

Rev. T.D. Frank lin and fam ily was
well liked by the church and com mu -
nity. Their daugh ter Bessie died the first
year Rev. Frank lin pastored The First
Bap tist Church and was bur ied in
Graceland Cem e tery. Rev. Frank lin re -

tired in 1931, and re mained in Meade.
Both Rev. Frank lin and his wife, Lena,
were bur ied in Graceland Cem e tery.
Mary Ap ple cared for the Frank lin
graves through the years.

Rev. Wiens pastored the church
dur ing the hard times of the Great De -
pres sion. He lived in Oklahoma and
only came up for oc ca sional ser vices.
Juanita Beard was bap tized by Rev.
Wiens and re calls that she had a frac -
tured arm with a cast on at the time.

Rev. O.R. Powell was a real fa vor -
ite. Juanita Beard wrote that she  asked
Rev. Powell to re turn from Gar den City,
Kan sas, to of fi ci ate at her wed ding to E.
Keith Beard. Later the other Coo per
girls, Evelyn and Madeline, had Rev.
Powell per form their wed ding cer e mo -
nies.

Rev. Shaw served the church three
years and re tired while here. There is no
ac count of the Shaw fam ily.

Rev. King served the church a very 
short time. There is noth ing re corded
about him or his fam ily.

Rev. Layton came to the church at
a very cru cial time, with World War II
still in prog ress and the end ing of the
war, and sol diers and fam i lies re turn ing
to re con struct their lives. He was es pe -
cially good with youth. Strong on mu -
sic, his fam ily lent their tal ents to that
part of the work.

Rev. Saltzman was very young and 
en er getic. He was a good teacher and
gave great ser mons. The Saltzmans had
one son.

Rev. Hutto came to pas tor The
First Bap tist Church in the later years of
his min is try, but he cer tainly was not
wind ing down. Both he and Mrs. Hutto
were full of en ergy.  They worked very
hard in choir, va ca tion bi ble school,
call ing, or wher ever there was work to
do. The church grew un der Rev. Hutto’s
ex pe ri enced guidance.

Rev. Trevolt was a great pas tor.
His fam ily was es pe cially ap pre ci ated.
If we had to la bel Rev. Trevolt it might
be “the sing ing pas tor.” He loved mu sic
and even sang in the choir. The Trevolts
had a son, Rob ert and a daugh ter, Irene.

Rev. Sorensen was an evan ge list,
the church grew un der his lead er ship.

The Sorensens had three sons, Conner,
Garth and Na than. Mrs. Sorensen was a
great help in the church work. Claire and 
the boys were gifted in mu sic and sang
in the choir. Claire re or ga nized the girls
guild and helped start the mother and
daugh ter ban quets that were so en joy -
able for the women and girls of the
church. Rev. Sorensen worked tire lessly 
at call ing and had a great re la tion ship
with  the  church mem bers  and
community as well.

Rev. Reynolds and wife, Velda,
im me di ately em braced not only the
church fam ily, but the com mu nity as
well. Rev. Earle was quick to rec og nize
and praise any one for what ever they
did. He made you want to do more be -
cause you were pleas ing to God. Velda
was ever by Rev. Earle’s side. Walk ing
on most of their many calls, they were
loved by the en tire com mu nity. Rev.
Earle was a scholar; he read count less
books and re viewed them readily. As
men tioned in an other part of this his -
tory, Rev. Reynolds led the church in
build ing the new church in 1968, and re -
signed in De cem ber of that year. Rev.
Reynolds re turned to pas tor The First
Bap tist Church for two more years in
1980-1982, then they re turned to Kan -
sas City and Rev. Earle passed away
April 13, 1987.

Rev. Rex Bear served the church
for five years. He was es pe cially good to 
min is ter to the sick and call on shut-ins.
The Bears’ had three chil dren, Da vid,
Janice and Phillip.

Rev. Snyder, wife, Carrie and
small daugh ter, Sa rah, came to The First 
Bap tist Church of Meade in 1974, and
was with us for five years. This was Rev. 
Snyder’s first church to pas tor and the
Snyders were the first to live in the new
par son age. Rev. Bob, as he soon be came 
known was a great teacher, as was his
wife, Carrie. Mrs. Snyder sang in the
choir, had a “fun club” for the youth to
come to the church af ter school to do
crafts and fel low ship. Some of the ideas
Rev. Bob in tro duced  to the church was
a “share the faith” team ex change with
other churches, cot tage prayer meet ings
in the homes, and Fri day morn ing
prayer at the church. He in sisted on a
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pas to ral re la tions com mit tee so that the
church could of fer sug ges tions to him
and he to us. The Snyder’s son, Shawn,
was born while they were in Meade.

Rev. Harry Fink, our pres ent pas -
tor, wife, Barb, daugh ter, Stacy and son,
Kevin, took the helm at The First Bap tist 
Church of Meade in May, 1983. Rev.
Harry has served the church lon ger than
any other of the twenty-seven pas tors.
As far as spe cial gifts or abil i ties it
would be hard to choose be tween prayer
and preach ing, for he has led us to a
greater ap pre ci a tion of prayer. Rev.
Harry is also a pow er ful preacher, and
does a spe cial ser vice in min is ter ing to
the sick and dy ing. He was in stru men tal
in or ga niz ing the lo cal food bank and
works un told hours with it. He has
reached out to the Meade com mu nity in
many ways,   his work with the lo cal li -
brary and school sys tem has been out -
stand ing. Rev. Fink loves to cook, he
of ten pre pares en tire meals when the
fam ily entertains church members and
boards.

Mrs. Fink, Stacy and Kevin, have
also given a lot to the work of the Lord at 
The First Bap tist Church, with their mu -
si cal tal ents. Barb has taught classes and 
served on boards and com mit tees.
Kevin, who just this year en tered high
school, has served as usher for Sunday
morn ing wor ship for two years. Stacy
has been ac tive in C.Y.F. and Y.C.L.,
and is cur rently on the board of Chris -
tian Education.

“And how shall they preach
except they be sent? As it is
written, how beautiful are

the feed of thee that preach
the gospel.

Romans 10:15

You and I need the
church.

When we marry we seek out the
min is ter that we might have the bless ing 
of God and the church upon our un ion.
When ill ness co mes we ask for prayers
from the peo ple of the church. When
death en ters the fam ily cir cle, we turn to
the church again for com fort and hope.
At each turn in the road, the church min -
is ters to our deep est needs.

We loose some thing pre cious
when we turn aside from the church.
The fin est friends we have are those in
the church as we share our faith and sup -
port for one an other in times of trou ble.
The church of fers us op por tu nity for ex -
pres sion of our faith in wor ship and
study. No solo voice, how ever beau ti -
ful, is more up lift ing than a Chris tian
con gre ga tion sing ing one of the great
hymns of the church. We bow our heads
in prayer and know the mean ing of the
prom ise of our Lord; “Where two or
three are gath ered to gether in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.”

In the church we make our great est
wit ness against evil. The church stands
for right and against wrong. One stick is
easy to break, but a bun dle of sticks can -
not be bro ken. Christ loves the church
and gave His life for it.

May we each re solve to at tend the
church and give of our time, tal ents and

earthly means, as did the many won der -
ful mem bers and pas tors re corded in this 
cen ten nial his tory. First to serve and
glo rify God, then for our own ed i fi ca -
tion and to pre serve it for the gen er a -
tions that come after us.

Es ther Feldman
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